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ganization and the Jewish Agency for Palestine prior to the Kristall-

nacht in November, 1938, because both had opposed illegal immi-
gration into Palestine before that time.* In his account of the illegal
| immigration to Palestine, Ehud Avriel, a former Mossad agent in Vi-
TR R e T BTEaE enna, characterized the attitude of German authorities in Vienna
: as follows: “In prewar Germany, these operations were neither il-
Question P Y P
I legal nor secret: the Gestapo office directly across the street from
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Hitler himself had authorized ransoming of “rich Jews” in exchange for
large sums of foreign currency” at the en'd ::)f 1942. Her_lce, the_ offer made
by the Bratislava Rescue Committee to Wisliceny, following their irrelevant
bid to stop the deportations from Slovakia, to ransom other Jews could have

Hitler, the Allies, and the Jews fallen into that category at best.
It could be speculated that Himmler saw in such exchange deals an open-
ing toward negotiations with the West on a separate peace, capitalizing on

By Shlomo Arcnson. Professor Shlomo Aronson

e S e R o,
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Hitler’s limited permission to exchange a few Jews for much money. The
requested sum was thus an opening for much more in terms of the very con-
Hitler, the Allies, and the Jews nection thereby created between Himmler and the West using Jews for his
By Shiomo Aronson, Professor Shiomo Aronson genuine political purpose, separate peace, following El Alamein and mainly

due to the German defeat at Stalingrad, as argued by several parties in-
volved such as Pomeranz in his postwar memoir and by some scholars ex
post facto. One may further argue that Himmler recoiled when Hitler proved
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the Slovaks possibly did.? About 60,000 of the 95,000 Slovak Jews were
deported to death camps in Poland until August 1942, when the SD branch
Hitler, the Allies, and the Jews (Abschnitt) in Bratislava advised its head office (Leitabschnitt) in Vienna
By Shiomo Aronson, Professor Shiomo Aronson that about 59,000 had been deported, about 8,000 had fled to Hungary,

and the lives of the remaining 22,000 had been spared by the Slovak au-
thorities. In fact, the deportations continued for several months afterward
and then were finally stopped. Indeed, said the report, the number of Jews
had shrunk by 67,000, but it should be noted that most of the deported
Jews were “small Jews,” who had few connections, whereas the rich and
influential Jews to a large extent remained in the country. This argument

Search in this book Go
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= D entirely refutes Weissmandel’s assumption, and his posthumous allegation,
o that the Germans were successfully bribed to stop the killings. The SD report
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Upon his return to the Department of Political Science at the Hebrew University, he wasdtar df the Center for European Studies, a visiting scholar at the
Brookings Institution in Washington, the head of the Holocaust Reseaaiha® the University of California in Los Angeles, a visiting scholar at the Lilofary
Congress in Washington and the Holocaust Museum there , and a conieuhanhter-ministerial working group for the release of Holocaust datisraecording

to a law of the US Congress. He served as a historical consultant to documigmtagkérs of the German television on the Anza Conference and Reinharc
Heydrich, and of the BBC on Hitler and Himmler and the Holocaust in Hungary.

In the 1981 elections for the Tenth Knesset, Aaronson was a candidate for thet Kndsshalf of the Telam party
In the 1960s, Aharonson was one of the founding team of Israeli televisiaded by Eliyahu Katz and including quite a few radio personalities whedno
television, including Haim Yavin, Yigal Lusin, and others.
Shlomo Aharonson was the news director in the founding team, served as the dfrdaorews department at Israeli television in its beginnings, and was one o
the first editors of the edition of "Mvat Le Hachot".
Prof. Aaronson's academic career spanned decades. He taught at the Hebrew Unévstsity tf Nazi Germany and the Holocaust, alongside the study of Israel"
foreign and security policy. Aaronson has published many books &tidgtions that deal, among other things, with the First World War, the SS, the &asthp
the "Final Solution", nuclear weapons in the Middle East, and more.
In the 1981 elections for the 10th Knesset, Aaronson was a candidate forebseKon behalf of the Telam party - a movement for state renewal, led bg Mos
Dayan.
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Tragically, the constant stream of information about the murder of Jews
provided by the Polish Underground State to the Polish Government-in-Exile,
which it turn passed it on to the Allied governments and to the Western media
was not believed. It was often viewed as exaggerated propaganda stemming
from Poles deep hatred of the Germans. Even the desperate appeals from
Polish Jewish underground organizations, which confirmed this information,
was ignored not only by the Western governments, but also by many Jews in
Western countries (see below). To those who wanted to help, the only open
avenue appeared to be through the International Red Cross (IRC) and its affil-
late the German Red Cross. The latter was completely controlled by the Nazis
and thus making it the guardian of aid to Jews was the same as putting a fox
in charge of protecting a chicken coop. JOINT’s branch in Lisbon, Portugal,
a neutral country, sent food and medicine parcels through the IRC, addressed
either to the JUS in Krakow (see chapter 8), or other addresses in Poland.
Between February and April 1943, 12,559 parcels were sent. Of this number
only 925, or 7.36 percent were received by the addressees. The rest was obvi-
ously stolen by Germans. Even more disastrous was the shipment of 7,226
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(The Jewish Heroes of Warsaw: The Afterlife of the Revolt, Avinoam Patt, 2021)
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